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DURHAM, N.H. – In his second State of the Union address, President Donald Trump focused on key
areas where he proposed to make significant changes, among those were improvements to the
highways and byways in the United States. However, unlike last year, his infrastructure plan contained
few details and le lawmakers on both sides wondering about the ability to pass a bill.
Jennifer Jacobs, a professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of New
Hampshire, is available to talk about the failing U.S. infrastructure and why it is in such jeopardy.
Jacobs, a leading expert on the e ect of climate change on transportation, can talk about how the
increase in sea level rise, coastal flooding, extreme heat, snow, and wildfires associated with climate
JENNIFER JACOBS, A PROFESSOR OF CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, IS AVAILABLE TO TALK ABOUT THE FAILING U.S.
INFRASTRUCTURE AND WHY IT IS IN SUCH JEOPARDY.

change, are just a few issues threatening the country’s roads.
“As tidal coastal flooding increases in the coming years, there could be big issues with the transportation infrastructure,” said Jacobs. “We’ve already seen billions
of dollars in damage to coastal roadways from recent hurricanes and a 90 percent increase in flooding threatening over 7,500 miles of roadways along the entire
East Coast. In the future, with rising sea levels, we expect to see more frequent issues, more damage, and impact to roadways even farther inland.”
Jacobs was the lead author of the transportation chapter for the fourth National Climate Assessment (NCA4) that o ers insight into the challenges of climate
change on U.S. infrastructure – the backbone of economic activity - to perform reliably, safely and e iciently. She has been interviewed as an expert on
infrastructure by media outlets including CNN, ABC News Radio, Boston Globe, Fox, Buzzfeed and National Public Radio.
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Jacobs can be reached at jennifer.jacobs@unh.edu (mailto:jennifer.jacobs@unh.edu) and (603) 862-0635 or (603) 978-1509. She is available for on camera and
radio interviews in UNH’s ReadyCam studio (https://www.videolinktv.com/products-services/readycam/).

The University of New Hampshire inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000 students from all 50 states and 71
countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top-ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human services, liberal arts and the sciences
across more than 200 programs of study. As one of the nation’s highest-performing research universities, UNH partners with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH, and
receives more than $110 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space.
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